SEPTEMBER 


1948 


The  Society  of  The  New  York  Hospital 


\ecord 


Dr.  Henry  N.  Pratt 
Named  Director  of 
New  York  Hospital 

The  appointment  of  Dr.  Henry 
Nickerson  Pratt  as  Director  of 
The  New  York  Hospital  was  an- 
nounced recently  by  William  H. 


Jackson,  President  of  the  Hos- 
pital. At  present  Dr.  Pratt  is 
Administrator  of  Memorial  Hos- 
pital, where  he  has  been  partici- 
pating in  the  development  of  that 
Center  for  the  treatment  of  cancer 
since  February,  1946.  The  date 
when  he  will  assume  the  duties  as 
Director  of  The  New  York  Hos- 
pital has  not  yet  been  definitely 
determined,  but  will  be  not  later 
than  January  1,  1949. 

Dr.  Pratt  will  succeed  Laurence 
G.  Payson,  who,  in  addition  to 
his  duties  as  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer of  The  Society  of  the  New 
York  Hospital,  has  been  serving 
as  Acting  Director  of  the  Hospital 
since  the  first  of  this  year.  Mr. 
Payson  will  continue  as  Secretary 
and  Treasurer. 

Although  Dr.  Pratt's  move 
from  Memorial  Hospital  to  The 
New  York  Hospital  does  not  in- 
(Continued  on  page  19^ 


This  Is  Your  Hospital 


Note  About  ^^Batthjor  Ltf^ 


lis  issue  of  The  New  York  Hos- 
pital RECORD  includes  the  special 
photographic  feature  on  the  next  16 
pages  through  the  cooperation  and 
generosity  of  Coronet  Magazine. 

These  pages  were  reprinted  for 
us  by  Coronet  exactly  as  they  ap- 
peared in  its  issue  of  April,  1948,i 
and  were  given  to  us  at  nominal 
cost  especially  for  inclusion  in  this 
issue  of  the  RECORD. 

Most  of  the  pictures  in  "Battle  for 
Life"  were  taken  at  The  New  York 
Hospital  earlier  in  the  year  in  re- 
sponse to  a  request  that  the  Hospi- 
tal help  the  magazine  develop  a 
picture  story  to  illustrate  a  great 
metropolitan  hospital's  day-by-day 
care  of  the  sick. 

We  present  the  result  as  an  illu- 
minating photographic  document 
about  activities  made  possible  in 
large  part  by  the  generous  support 
of  members  and  friends  of  The 
Society  of  the  New  York  Hospital. 


Around  the  corner  and  down  the  street  from  tens  of  thousands  of  homes 
in  metropolitan  U.S.A.  stands  the  neighborhood  hospital.  It's  almost 
as  familiar  as  your  movie  house  or  your  supermarket.  Yet.  you  rarely 
notice  it,  you  hardly  know  it's  there,  until  you  need  it — until  sickness 
strikes  someone  close  to  you.  Then  suddenly  the  hospital  down  the 
street  becomes  the  center  of  your  world.  You  are  caught  up  in  it. 
Your  life  revolves  about  it.  Everything  seems  to  depend  on  what  is 
going  on  inside  ... 


Yes,  this  is  your  hospital — the  place  where  life  begins,  where  modern 
medicine  makes  birth  safe— safer  than  it  could  be  in  any  other  place 
on  earth. 


Your  hospital  knows  that  mother-love  alone  is  not  enough  to  protect 
a  newborn  baby.  Young  mothers  must  know  how  to  recognize  illness, 
how  to  bathe  a  child — even  how  to  hold  their  tiny  bundles  of  life  .  .  . 


Mi 


.  .  .  and  your  hospital  knows,  too,  that  motherhood  can  be  a  little 
frightening,  that  many  a  young  mother  must  learn  confidence  in  her- 
self before  she  takes  her  child  into  the  new  excitement  of  the  future. 


Standing  by,  day  and  night,  to  receive  the  injured,  your  hospital  is 
geared  to  act  quickly  and  smoothly  in  any  emergency,  to  ease  pain 
and  anguish  .  .  . 


But  the  heart  of  your  hospital  is  its  operating  room — surgery — where 
one  man's  hands,  where  human  skill  and  dexterity  are  pitted  against 
the  unseen,  unpredictable  forces  of  death. 
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.  .  .  the  sweet  and  bitter,  the  pungent  odor  swirls  slowly,  spins  faster 
and  faster,  fills  and  hums  and  drones.  The  world  and  time  disappear. 
Above,  somewhere,  hands  move,  instruments  click  .  .  . 


.  .  .  scalpel,  retractor.  Movement  unseen,  unfelt.  Probe,  forceps.  Dim 
voices,  like  pulse  beats.  Needle.  Suture.  And  finally — All  right.  Finished. 
The  hands,  the  skill  and  dexterity,  have  done  their  job. 


This,  then,  is  your  hospital— efficient,  courageous,  alert.  Ceaselessly 
devoted  to  humanity's  most  urgent  needs,  it  is  more  than  a  familiar 
building  down  the  street.  It  is  a  throbbing,  vital  guardian  waging  a 
relentless  fight  for  life— an  endless  fight  that  can  never  pause  to  rest. 

Primed  in  C  S  A 


A  Postscript 

"Battle  for  Life,"  the  pic- 
ture feature  on  the  preceding 
16  pages,  illustrates  only  one 
phase  of  the  activities  carried 
on  at  The  New  York  Hospi- 
tal. That  phase,  of  course,  is 
concerned  with  the  Hospi- 
tal's primary  duty — to  pro- 
vide care  for  the  sick. 

It  is  an  activity  in  which 
members  and  friends  of  The 
Society  of  the  New  York 
Hospital  have  the  satisfaction 
of  sharing  through  their  gen- 
erous financial  support. 

Yet  at  the  same  time  that 
they  participate  in  that  pro- 
gram, they  share  likewise  in 
three  other  fields  of  activity 
— not  covered  in  "Battle  for 
Life" — which  the  Hospital 
carries  on  at  all  times.  They 
are: 

Medical  Research 
Medical  Teaching 
Preventive  Medicine. 
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(Continued  from  page  i) 
volve  any  formal  atlininistracive 
union  between  the  two  institu- 
tions, Mr.  Jackson  said  the  ap- 
pointment should  strengthen  the 
I  existing  relations  between  Memo- 
rial Hospital  and  The  New  York 
Hospital-Cornell  Medical  Center. 

Born  in  Seattle,  Washington, 
May  9,  1902,  Dr.  Pratt  graduated 
from  Harvard  College  in  1924  and 
received  the  M.D.  degree  from 
Harvard  Medical  School  in  1930. 
;    The  years  between  college  and  en- 
j    trance  in  medical  school  were 
spent   in    business    and  special 
studies.    After  graduation  from 
medical  school  Dr.  Pratt  special- 
j    ized  in  allergy  and  pediatrics,  and 
I    was  certified  by  the  American 
;    Board  of  Pediatrics  in  1936.  From 
1939  to  1942  he  was  an  instructor 
in  pediatrics  at  Harvard  Medical 
j    School  and  Associate  Physician  at 
I    the  Children's  Hospital  in  Boston. 
'       During  the  war,  from  1942  to 
1945,  Dr.  Pratt  served  with  dis- 
tinction as  a  medical  officer  in  the 
:    European  Theatre  of  Operations, 
i    first  with  the  Harvard  Unit,  and 
later  with  several  Army  hospitals. 
;    He  was  commanding  officer  of  the 
i    16th  Station  Hospital  in  London, 
i    England,  of  the  48th  General  Hos- 
1    pital   of   2,185   beds   in  Paris, 
I    France,  and  of  the  16th  General 
Hospital  of  1,000  beds  in  Liege, 
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Belgium.  Units  under  his  com- 
mand saw  active  duty  in  the 
Battle  of  the  Bulge  and  other  en- 
gagements during  1945-  Dr.  Pratt 
was  decorated  with  the  Bronze 
Star  Medal  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  his  services  as  command- 
ing officer  of  the  16th  Station  Hos- 
pital in  London  and  the  Medaille 
de  la  Reconnaissance  by  the 
French  Government.  Dr.  Pratt 
entered  active  duty  as  a  Major  on 
January  10,  1942.    He  was  pro- 


moted to  Lieutenant  Colonel  in 
May,  1943,  and  to  the  rank  of 
Colonel  in  July,  1945- 

Dr.  Pratt  is  the  author  of  a 
number  of  scientific  and  clinical 
articles.  He  is  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Medicine  and  a 
member  of  several  professional 
associations.  In  January,  1948,  he 
was  elected  President  of  the  Hos- 
pital Bureau  of  Standards  and 
Supplies. 
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